
2018 Observatory Open Nights
Stephens Memorial Observatory of Hiram College is open for public viewing
on select dates during the year. Those nights are conducted in “open house”
fashion – visitors may come and go during the course of the evening.
Occasional special programming may require arrival at a specific time.
Admission is free of charge.

Visitors will have the opportunity to view celestial objects through a century-old research-grade
telescope that has been owned and maintained by Hiram College since the instrument was
built. The telescope is a nine-inch refractor made by the Warner and Swasey Company of
Cleveland, Ohio and dedicated in 1901. Visitors will be impressed by the quality of the viewing
presented by this fine telescope, not to mention its sheer size!

Various planets and deep-sky objects will be visible as the sky changes with the seasons so
please visit several times during the year. Objects and events other than those listed below may
also be seen; that includes the rare occasional comet that may appear in our skies,
unannounced. Please check our web site for the most up-to-date information and changes to
this schedule!

All events take place at the Observatory unless otherwise noted.

CLOUDS CANCEL: There will be no viewing and the Observatory will not open in the event of overcast skies or inclement weather at
the scheduled beginning of the observing session. Our telescope’s good, but we can’t see through clouds! If the sky is clear and the
roads are safe at the scheduled starting time, we’ll be open. Check our Web site and Twitter feed for schedule changes, emergency
cancellations, special programs, and predicted observing conditions.

PARKING: There is no parking at the Observatory. DO NOT drive into or park in neighboring private driveways -- it’s inconsiderate
and you may be towed! Street parking IS ALLOWED near the Post Office on Hayden Street, a short walk away.

Parking is NOT ALLOWED on nearby Peckham Avenue -- you may be ticketed!
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Date Time 2018 Featured Objects & Activities

Sat. June 23 9:00 - 11:00 PM Moon, Jupiter, M3 Star Cluster, later: Hercules Cluster
Sat. July 21 9:30 - 11:00 PM Moon, Jupiter, Saturn, M4 Star Cluster
Sat. Aug. 18 9:00 - 11:00 PM Moon, Saturn, Mars
Sat. Sept. 22 9:00 - 11:00 PM Moon, Mars, Andromeda Galaxy, Perseus Double Cluster
Sat. Oct. 20 7:00 - 9:00 PM InOMN: International Observe the Moon Night. Also, Mars.
Sat. Nov. 7:00 - 9:00 PM TBA
Sat. Dec. 7:00 - 9:00 PM TBA

The 2018 public event season was shortened due to an operational problem with the observatory building.
This schedule subject to change and addition! Check our Web site for updates.

Follow us on Twitter: @StephensObs


